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Urban Structure

Today, urban centers have been structured in different ways to cater for the increasing human needs as well as the advances in technology. One of these structures is the urban realm. This model is different from previous ones as it focuses on reducing the congestion in the central business district CBD, moving other operations and functions to residential areas where they can still be accessed. This leads to the growth of suburbs which are independent but are linked together to form an urban area. San Francisco adopted this structure after the second world war, where most of the residents moved from the main city to its suburbs and exurbs. This city has a dominant center where activities are dense.  Most of the activities are carried out along the bay, including biking, outdoor recreational activities and site seeing due to its location and the beautiful scenery. This area is densely networked with roads which are used to link the central business district to the city's suburbs. Different areas in the city are also growing into one another with the main reason being the high cost of living in the CBD and also aiming to decongest the city center, offering similar services in other parts of the city.

 Major economic products in San Francisco include; paper boxes, confectionery, paints, chemicals, glass, leather, lumber, textiles, steel, clothing, bags, furniture, auto parts, electric machinery, matches, clay, rubber products, tools, and beverages. However, the most important industry which the city depends on is tourism. It has an approximate expenditure of $6.73 billion annually making it one of the biggest industries. Also, the city depends on fashion apparel and is also the home to the largest apparel maker in the world, i.e., the Levi Strauss & Co. Healthcare is also important to the city's economy together with education and restaurants. Other major industries which are important for the economy are local and international trade and shipping, biotechnology and medical science (Bureau of Economic Analysis, 2017). 

Major landmarks in San Francisco are the Alcatraz Island, Golden Gate Bridge, and AT & T park. The Alcatraz island is 1.25 miles offshore and offers a peculiar site the first lighthouse and US built the fort on the West Coast, the infamous federal penitentiary. The Golden Gate Bridge is a one-mile bridge connecting San Francisco Bay and the Pacific Ocean. AT &T park is a baseball Park, commonly referred to as the home of the Giants and the best fans in baseball. Other areas of interest include; The Twins peaks, Ferry building marketplace, Lombard Street and Pier 39. Different transportation channels, i.e., road and water are used by locals and international tourists to access these landmarks. 

Regarding leadership, San Francisco has a well-defined hierarchy of districts where different roles are assigned to leaders depending on their performance and not influence. It is a city where residents have the power to choose their leaders and are known for activist reforms, which have enabled it to be among the best tourist destinations in the world.  
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